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FLOOR DEBATE

L B 43 , 7 3M ay 19 , 2 00 3

SENATOR CUDABACK: LB 43 advances. Mr . Clerk, next agenda item.

Pres i d e n t , t h e ne x t b i l l , L B 7 3 , a b i l l b y Se n a t o r
(Read t i t l e . ) Bi l l wa s i n t r o d u c e d o n Ja nu a r y 9 o f
at that time referred to Health and Human Services.
a dvanced t o Genera l Fi l e . I do have comm i t t e e

Mr. P r e s i d e n t . (AM0304, Le g i s l a t i v e J o u r na l

CLERK: Mr .
Cunningham.
this yea r ,
The b i l l wa s
amendments,
page 483. )

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. S enator Cunningham, to
o pen on advancement o f L B 7 3 .

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: T hank you, Senator Cudaback an d m em bers.
LB 73 is the Outpatient Surgical Procedures Data Act. Two years
ago I introduced LB 399, which was a very similar bill that did
get ou t o f co m m it t e e . We s t i l l h ad s om e wo r k t o d o . We ha d
s ome c on t r ov e r s y wi t h t h e b i l l a nd i n t h a t t i me p e r i o d w e ' v e
b een wor k i n g o n t ha t b i l l . An d I ' d l i k e t o t ha n k Se n a t o r By a r s
and Senator Jensen for the work they' ve spent, helping me with
t hi s b i l l . Th e o t h e r da y , I d o n ' t r emem be r wh i ch s en a t o r i t
was, bu t s ome senato r g o t u p a n d wa s s i n g i n g t h e p ra i s e s o f Je f f
Santema, t he l ega l couns e l fo r t h e Hea l t h an d H uman Serv i c e s
C ommittee , a n d u n t i l you ' ve wo r ked w i t h Je f f you p r o b a b l y don ' t
r eal i z e how i mpo r t a n t he i s . So , Jef f , I ' d l i ke t o t el l you
t hank you . And he ' s s i t t i ng ov e r t her e , f o r t ho se o f you who
don' t know Jef f . So t hank yo u , Jef f . But t h i s b i l l r equ i r es
reporting of all outpatient surgeries by hospitals and surgery
centers . Now at t h i s poi n t , I ' m n ot go i n g t o go i n t o det a i l o f
what this reporting does because the comnittee amendments become
t he b i l l , a nd Sen a t o r J e n s e n i s g o i n g t o g o i n t o t h a t whe n h e
introduces the committee amendments, but this bill, in my
opinion , i s ve r y i m p o r t an t fo r pub l i c heal t h . We ' l l b e ab l e t o
te l l , f r om t h i s b i l l , i f we ha v e a cer t a i n t yp e o f can c e r , f or
instance, that's coming from one area of the s tate in l arge
numbers . I t wi l l be good fo r pub l i c hea l t h p l ann i n g , f or
hospi t a l s i n sm a l l r ur al ar e a s t o b e ab l e t o see how many
different types of services are being done that are leaving
their area, and they may be able to plan for those, put a clinic
on in their hospital. So I th ink it 's imp ortant fo r the
vi t a l i t y o f sma l l ru r a l h o s p i t a l s . An d wi t h t h a t , I ' m g o i n g t o
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